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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election of groups III and XIII, claims 25, 28, 36, and 39 in the reply 
filed on 01 May 2009 is acknowledged. Because applicant did not distinctly and 
specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction requirement, the election has 
been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 28, 36, and 39 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claim 28 recites "it" in line 1 . It appears that "it" refers to the device for linear pad 
printing products recited in claim 25. 

b. Claim 36 recites "the additional secondary guide" in line 5. This recitation lack a 
proper antecedent basis. 

c. Claim 39 recites several elements, previously recited in claim 36, using the article 
"a" instead of "the" or "said", including "a primary guide" and "a secondary guide". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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4. Claims 25, 28, 36, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by De Voider, WO 92/05960 (hereinafter De Voider). 

a. Regarding claim 25, De Voider teaches a device for linear pad printing products 
with significant variations between them (12, Fig. 10; "objects which may also slightly 
vary in size and which have been put in their container in an irregular way," p. 1, lines 
27-28) by means of a linear pad (8, Fig. 9), said device comprising a cliche ("transferred 
from a printing block," p. 1, lines 4-5), and at least one pad with a primary guide 
provided for the main movement of the pad (primary guide 14, Fig. 10), which provides 
for a movement function (pad must be moved from position where it is inked on cliche to 
position where it prints on products, Fig. 10), wherein said device comprises at least 
one secondary guide as buffer element for buffering the differences in effective deposit 
depth between the individual products to be printed (10, Fig. 9), wherein said at least 
one secondary guide is arranged axially with respect to said pad and outwardly thereto 
so as to act thereon (10 arranged axially with 8, Fig. 9). 

b. Regarding claim 28, De Voider teaches the device accordingly to claim 25, as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 25 above. De Voider also teaches wherein it 
comprises a piece holder for receiving the products to be printed (11, Fig. 10), wherein 
said piece holder is provided with apertures provided therefore, wherein the products to 
be printed can be taken up, wherein the position and the orientation of the product 
relative to the printing unit can be brought in correspondence with the one which is 
necessary for printing the image at the appropriate position on the product (it appears 
that images are printing on the objects, so the products appear to have been brought in 
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correspondence with the one which is necessary for printing the image at the 
appropriate position on the product, Fig. 10) . 

c. Regarding claim 36, De Voider teaches a method for linear pad printing products 
(12, Fig. 10) with significant variations between them ("objects which may also slightly 
vary in size and which have been put in their container in an irregular way," p. 1, lines 
27-28) by means of a pad (8, Fig. 9), wherein printing material is applied on a cliche 
("transferred from a printing block," p. 1, lines 4-5) according to a determined pattern, 
wherein a pad and a cliche are brought in mutual contact (B) from a rest position (A) by 
means of a primary guide (14, Fig. 10; "transferred from a printing block," p. 1, lines 4- 
5), wherein the printing material is taken up by the pad of the cliche, and in that when 
taking up said printing material, the additional secondary guide buffers the contact 
between the pad and the cliche (10, Fig. 9), after which the pad is moved in a deposit 
position (C), wherein the image taken up by the pad is deposited on the product to be 
printed, wherein said secondary guide elements axially buffer the contact between the 
pad and the products to be printed and after which said pad is moved back to its rest 
position (A) (pad 8 prints on objects 12, Figs. 9 and 10). 

d. Regarding claim 39, De Voider teaches the method according to claim 36, as 
discussed in the rejection of claim 36 above. De Voider also teaches wherein said 
method is performed by a device comprising at least one pad (8, Fig. 9) with a primary 
guide provided for the main movement of the pad (7, Fig. 9), which provides for a 
movement function, wherein said device comprises at least one secondary guide as 
buffer element for buffering the differences in effective deposit depth between the 
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individual products to be printed (10, Fig. 9), wherein said at least one secondary guide 
is arranged axially with respect to said pad and outwardly thereto so as to act thereon 
(10 arranged axially with 8, Fig. 9). 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Leo T. Hinze whose telephone number is 571.272.2864. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Judy 
Nguyen can be reached on 571.272.2258. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) 
at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative 
or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Leo T. Hinze 
Patent Examiner 
AU 2854 



/Judy Nguyen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2854 



